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Office: CC E.1.3
Office Hours: Thursday 1300-1350

Telephone: x7271

Course Description:    Anthropology has traditionally concerned itself exclusively with the domain of culture and society, treating technology and human interaction with nature as being outside the domain of the  social or cultural.  This course takes a critical perspective on the categories of nature and technology as historical and social/cultural constructions, in which we will explore the social/cultural life of technological artifacts from steam engines to the internet, and nature, including humanly constructed 'second nature' (ruins, underground environments, cities).

Course Format:  Lecture/Seminar 
Wednesday 1200-1450 
 GCS 105 
Course Evaluation:                 

Minimum course requirements: 
Completion of all assignments and attendance

65%

Participation






10%

Papers (3)






25%

Due dates of papers are listed below in the syllabus.  
Minimum course requirements.  In order to pass the course and receive a passing grade of C (65), students must complete all required work of the course in passing form.  Required work of the course includes both papers and preparation/attendance components.  Each student must turn in all three papers of the course in a form that receives at least a grade of P (Pass).  Papers that do not receive a passing grade but are turned in on time may be rewritten as per the professor’s instructions until they receive a passing grade.  Students must attend lecture/seminar on time and prepared 10 out of 12 classes (or 9 out of 11 classes in case only 11 class meetings are scheduled) in order to receive a passing grade on preparation and attendance.  Preparation is defined as turning in short reading notes or a précis of each of the required readings for that class.  These preparation assignments must be turned in in class on the day in which those readings are assigned.  The one free excused absence below satisfies all requirements for assignments for that class. In the event of excused absences beyond the first alternate writing assignments at the discretion of the professor can satisfy this requirement, but a précis cannot fulfill this requirement in absentia, because hearing the content of the lecture is part of the required work.  

Note: Partial grades are not awarded if all the assignments have not been completed, with one exception. In order to satisfy university requirements, students who are not passing the course will be informed of this by the official withdrawal deadline without penalty, and students who are passing the course at that time will receive 17 points of the 65 points (25% of the minimum participation grade) plus whatever other points for papers they have earned up to that point.

Participation: Exemplary preparation, attendance and participation above and beyond the minimum can earn the student up to 10 additional points.  

Papers:  Exemplary papers that earn a grade of HP (High Pass) can earn the student up to 25 additional points divided proportionally among the papers. The first paper is short and is worth up to five (5) additional points, the remaining two longer papers are worth up to 10 points each.

One free absence: Students are given one free absence which counts towards the fulfillment of the preparation and attendance and does not require any make-up work. No accounting for this absence is needed: it is awarded automatically.  Excused absences beyond this first absence will require that all missing work be made up by assignments that are at the discretion of the professor in consultation with the student.  Students who have missed more than four classes per semester will be advised to withdraw from the course.

University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.

Last date to withdraw from Fall term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is November 13, 2009; last date to withdraw from Winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is March 12, 2010; last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is February 9, 2010.

Required Texts:  The following books should be available at the Trent bookstore.  Students should plan on buying their coursebooks by the second or third week to ensure that the bookstore has time to order sufficient copies. 
Rosalind Williams.  Notes on the Underground. 
Bruno Latour, Aramis or The Love of Technology
Mayr, Otto. Authority, Liberty and & Automatic Machinery in Early Modern Europe.
All other texts for the course will be accessible online through WebCT, the internet or through the university library online resources in a manner that will be made clear.  If the readings are not available to you via this method, you MUST contact the professor well in advance so that you will have time to do the reading.  Not having access to the reading is no excuse, if you do not have access to the readings the week before they are to be discussed, you must contact the professor.

Readings marked with a star * are recommended. ** are strongly recommended.
Course outline

Week 1  January 13: Introduction to course

Movie: All about Lily Chou-Chou

Week 2 January 2: The state of the art of the future:  Techno-orientalism

Gibson, William. Modern boys and mobile girls. http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2001/apr/01/sciencefictionfantasyandhorror.features

Hosakawa, Shuhei.  The Walkman effect.

Giving up my ipod for a walkman. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/8117619.stm

Ito, Mizuko.  Personal, Portable, Pedestrian.

Matsuda, Mita.  Discourses of the Ketai in Japan.

Latour, Bruno.  Aramis  
 Prologue: Who Killed Aramis?

Chapter 1 -- An Exciting Innovation 

**Koichi, Iwabuchi. How ‘Japanese’ is Pokemon?

*McDermott, John.  Technology: The opiate of the intellectuals.

*Anne Allison.  The Japan fad in global youth culture and millennial capitalism.
*Rey Chow.  Listening otherwise, music miniaturized.

*Chambers, Iain. A miniature history of the Walkman.

*Bull, Michael. No dead air!: the iPod and the culture of mobile listening.  Leisure Studies 24(4):343-355.

*Leander, Kahney.  Feel free to jack into my iPod.  Wired.  November 21.  [image: image1.png]


http://www.wired.com/news/mac/0,2125,61242,00.html
Week 3 January 27: Techno-Orientalism continued. Virtualized bodies/voices

Taylor, T.L. Living digitally: embodiment in virtual worlds

Daniel Black.  Digital Bodies and Disembodied Voices: Virtual Idols and the Virtualised Body (http://journal.fibreculture.org/issue9/issue9_black.html)

Daniel Black  The Virtual Ideal.

Hamilton, Robert   Virtual Idols and Digital Girls http://bad.eserver.org/issues/1997/35/hamilton.html
Bryant, David. Glimpses. The Uncanny Valley (http://www.arclight.net/~pdb/nonfiction/uncanny-valley.html)
http://www.projectaiko.com/
Week 4 February 3:
Defining and Constructing Technology

Stephen Kline.  What is technology?
Pfaffenberger, Brian.  The social anthropology of technology.

Marx, Leo.  Technology, a Hazardous Concept. 

Trevor J. Pinch and Wiebe E. Bijker. The Social Construction of Facts and Artifacts: (abridged version)
Latour, Bruno.  Aramis  

2 -- Is Aramis Feasible?
*Charles Stross. Why I hate Star Trek.  http://www.antipope.org/charlie/blog-static/2009/10/
*Latour, Bruno.  On technical mediation.

Week 5 February 10: Technology and Nature; Labor and Energy
Vernant, J.P. Myth and Thought among the Greeks

Part 4, Work and Technological Thought, pp. 263-318.

Marx, Leo.  The Machine in the Garden. 
Chapter 1 Sleepy Hollow 1844 (3-33)
Rabinbach, Anson.  The Human Motor 
Introduction (pages 1-8), Chapter 2 (45-52, 64-8)
Marx, Karl.  Capital

The Labor Process (abridged)
Mumford, Lewis


The Megamachine (abridged)

Spring reading break (February 15-19)

Week 6 February 24: Like Clockwork: Mechanical nature and humanity 

Mayr, Otto. Authority, Liberty and & Automatic Machinery in Early Modern Europe.

(* the chapters with a star are included as recommended, the selections represent about 70 pages)


Introduction (xv-xviii) 

  Chapter 1: the Mechanical clock  (1-27)

  *Chapter 3: The clockwork universe (54-101)

 *Chapter 4: The clockwork State (102-114)

 Chapter 5: The authoritarian conception of order (115-121)

 *Chapter 6: Rejection of the Clock metaphor in the name of liberty

 Chapter 7:  Imagery of Balance and Equilibrium 139-154

Chapter 11 Self regulation and the Liberal conception of order (181-199)

Sussman, Mark. Performing the intelligent machine: deception and enchantment in the life of the Automaton Chess Player. (http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/the_drama_review/v043/43.3sussman.html) 
De Panafieu.  Automata-A Masculine Utopia

Decartes-selection from Discourse on method (Abridged)

*Hoffman -Automata

*Kershaw, Scott. Puppets and ‘Popular Culture’


“The Puppet’s part”: Cultural hierarchy and social subordination, 66-90

Week 7  March 3: Things are People, too: Socialist Utopias
Bruno Latour. Where Are the Missing Masses? The Sociology of a Few Mundane Artifacts. 

Stites, Richard.  Revolutionary Dreams. 
Chapter 7 ‘Man the Machine’

Arvatov, Boris.  Everyday life and the culture of the thing.

Kiaer, Christine.  Boris Arvatov's Socialist Objects

Lemon, Alaina. 2009.  The emotional lives of Moscow things.

Week 8 March 10:  Light: Natural and Technological

Rosalind Williams.  Notes on the Underground.  Especially chapters 1, 3, 4.

Scott McQuire. Dream Cities: The Uncanny Powers of Electric Light. http://scan.net.au/scan/journal/display.php?journal_id=31 

Bluhm, Andreas And Lippincott, Louise. Light! the Industrial Age 1750-1900 Art & Science, Technology & Society (Selections)

Simmel, George.  The ruin.

Movie: Power Trip

Week 9 March 17: Humanity and Technology: Gendering Technology; Cyborgs

Quam-Wickham, Nancy.  Re-reading man’s conquest of nature. 
Oldenziel, Ruth.  Boys and their Toys: The Fisher Body Craftman’s Guild, 1930-1968, and the making of a male technical domain.  

Hebdige, Dick.  Object as Image: the Italian Scooter cycle

Haraway, Donna. Modest Witness (abridged)

**Haraway, Donna. Cyborg Manifesto.

Week 10 March 24: Conquering space and time: Railroad/Metro

Wolfgang Schivelbusch. “The Machine Ensemble” and “Railroad Space and Railroad Time.” In The Railway Journey. Pp. 16-44. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986.

Jenks, Andrew. 2000. A Metro on the Mount: The Underground as a Church of Soviet Civilization.

Latour, Bruno.  Aramis  

Chapter 3-Finish.
*Lemon, Alaina.  2000.  Talking transition and spectating transition: the Moscow Metro.

Week 11 March 31: Communicating with other worlds: Telegraph/Wireless/Spiritualism
Bektas, Yakup. The Sultan’s Messenger: Cultural Constructions of Ottoman Telegraphy, 1847-1880.

Richard Noakes.  Telegraphy is an occult art: Cromwell Fleetwood Varley and the diffusion of Electricity to the other world.

Richard, Noakes. Instruments to Lay hold of spirits.

Mrazek, Rudolf.  ‘Let us become radio mechanics’: technology and national identity in late-colonial Netherlands East Indies.

*Deborah Dixon.  I hear dead people: Science, technology, and a resonant universe.

Week 12 April 7: Spirit Photography and Snapshot Photography

Snyder, Joel.  Res Ipsa Loquitur

Marc Olivier.  George Eastman’s Modern Stone-age Family: Snapshot photography and the Brownie. 

Cheroux, Clement, Andreas Fischer, Pierre Apraxine, Denis Canguilhem and Sophie Schmit (eds.), The Perfect Medium: Photography and the Occult.   (selections)

**Owen, Alex. ‘Borderland forms’: Arthur Conan Doyle, Albion’s daughters, and the politics of the Cottingley fairies.  History Workshop Journal 38, 48-85.

**Laura Miller. Bad Girl Photography. 

**Pinney, Chris. Camera Indica (selections)

*Wayne Morgan. Palmer Cox, the Brownie Craze, and the Brownie Camera - March 21, 2007. http://www.phsc.ca/Brownie2007.html 

* Laura Miller.Graffiti Photos: Expressive Art in Japanese Girls' Culture.  

*Bogart, Barbara.  The ‘image on glass’: technology, tradition, and the emergence of folklore.

Department  Policies:

ANTHROPOLOGY GUIDELINES:
Workshop assignments will not be accepted in the anthropology office. All assignments will be collected and handed back in class or may be dropped off or picked up in the faculty offices during their office hours. The Anthropology Department will not accept assignments by fax or e- mail.

Caveat: These guidelines pertain to the department but do not apply to this course.  All papers are to be submitted via email to the professor only on the date they are due to the email address provided above for the course, following the instructions provided, and they will be returned via email.  Reading assignments can only be handed in in class on paper on the day they were due and at no other time or place for any reason.

FAITH DATES/EXAMINATION PERIODS: 

Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar's Office in writing by the final Friday in September. The Registrar's Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations. Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternative arrangements.

RESEARCH WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS:  All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 
