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ANTH 2310 –Language, Culture and Society
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Professor Paul Manning 
anthropology_manning@yahoo.ca (course related)







paulmanning@trentu.ca  (official)



Office: CC E.1.3

Office Hours: Monday 4-6PM
Telephone: x7271

Course Description: The first term of this class covers the basic issues and problems involved in articulating linguistic and non-linguistic signs with culture and society, moving from the study of signs in general (semiotics), to the study of linguistic signs (linguistics), to the study of language in socio-cultural contexts (linguistic anthropology).  Themes covered will include cross-cultural approaches to language in relation to gender, class, economy, politics, poetics, ethnicity and multilingualism.  Emphasis will be placed on acquiring the ability to read primary sources critically.  

Course Format:

LCTR


Thursday
2:00-3:50 PM

DNA B110


SEM

   
Thursday  
4:00-4:50 PM 

DNA B110    

Course Evaluation:                 

Minimum course requirements: 
Completion of all assignments and attendance

65%

Participation






10%

Papers (6)






25%

Due dates of papers are listed below in the syllabus.  
Minimum course requirements.  In order to pass the course and receive a passing grade of C (65), students must complete all required work of the course in passing form.  Required work of the course includes both papers and preparation/attendance components.  Each student must turn in all six papers of the course in a form that receives at least a grade of P (Pass).  Papers that do not receive a passing grade but are turned in on time may be rewritten as per the professor’s instructions until they receive a passing grade.  Students must attend lecture/seminar on time and prepared 10 out of 12 classes (or 9 out of 11 classes in case only 11 class meetings are scheduled) in order to receive a passing grade on preparation and attendance.  Preparation is defined as turning in short reading notes or a précis of each of the required readings for that class.  These preparation assignments must be turned in in class on the day in which those readings are assigned.  The one free excused absence below satisfies all requirements for assignments for that class. In the event of excused absences beyond the first alternate writing assignments at the discretion of the professor can satisfy this requirement, but a précis cannot fulfill this requirement in absentia, because hearing the content of the lecture is part of the required work.  

Note: Partial grades are not awarded if all the assignments have not been completed, with one exception. In order to satisfy university requirements, students who are not passing the course will be informed of this by the official withdrawal deadline without penalty, and students who are passing the course at that time will receive 17 points of the 65 points (25% of the minimum participation grade) plus whatever other points for papers they have earned up to that point.

Participation: Exemplary preparation, attendance and participation above and beyond the minimum can earn the student up to 10 additional points.  

Papers:  Exemplary papers that earn a grade of HP (High Pass) can earn the student up to 25 additional points divided proportionally among the papers, the first paper is worth up to 3 points, the remaining papers are worth up to 4 points except for the last paper of the year which is worth 6 points.
One free absence: Students are given one free absence which counts towards the fulfillment of the preparation and attendance and does not require any make-up work. No accounting for this absence is needed: it is awarded automatically.  Excused absences beyond this first absence will require that all missing work be made up by assignments that are at the discretion of the professor in consultation with the student.  Students who have missed more than four classes per semester will be advised to withdraw from the course.
Required Texts: University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.

Last date to withdraw from Fall term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is November 13, 2009; last date to withdraw from Winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is March 12, 2010; last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is February 9, 2010.

Required Texts:   All texts for the course will be accessible online through WebCT or can be downloaded directly from the library website (detailed instructions will be given).   If the readings are not available to you via this method, you MUST contact the professor well in advance so that you will have time to do the reading.  
DL:  Some readings will be available online through the Trent library or other sources on the internet.  These are marked DL.  Specific instructions will be made to tell you how to find these, either a URL, ANTHROSOURCE, or some other indication.  If you cannot download them, inform the professor immediately, the professor will check and see if the site is not available and if it is not, will make them available to you.  It is your responsibility to ensure you give the professor sufficient warning if you cannot access the readings.

Course outline:

Week 1 September 17
 Introduction to course

Peirce, Charles. What is a sign? (in class handout)
Week 2 September 24
`Semantic and Pragmatic functions; indexicality; semiotics

Yaguello, Marina.  What Language is for.

Silverstein, Michael.  Language as a part of culture

Haviland, John.  How to talk to your Brother-in-law in Guugu Yimiddhir OR Guugu Yimiddhir Brother in Law Language 

Week 3 October 1
Language and non-language; Human and non-human; verbal and nonverbal

Goffman, Erving.  Gender Displays.

Montaigne. The language of animals.

Descartes.  Discourse on method. 5

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_communication
File 1.4 Design Features of Language

Viveiros de Castro.  Exchanging Perspectives  Pp. 463-8 (selection is posted)

Week 4 October 8
Linguistic Categorization; non-referential indexicals

Boas, Frans. Legends of the Nootka

Sapir, Edward. Abnormal types of speech in Nootka.  

Sapir, Edward.  Language.

Week 5 October 15
Names
; Linguistic and cultural Categorization

Evans-Pritchard. E. E. Nuer Modes of Address. 

Evans Pritchard, E. E. The Nuer. Interest in Cattle.
Whorf, Benjamin Lee. The relation of habitual thought and behavior to language.

Language file 15.2 The Whorf hypothesis.
Paper 1 due

Week 6 October 22 Interaction and Performance

Goffman, Erving.  The Presentation of Self (selections)

October 29 Fall break

Week 7  November 5 
Poetics; Conversation
Bricker, Victoria.  Some traditional Mayan Speech genres.  

Fox, James.  Our ancestors spoke in pairs. 

Sacks, Harvey.  Lecture Twelve: Sequencing: Utterances, Jokes, and Questions

Week 8  November 12
Events and Rituals

Frake, Charles.  How to ask for a drink in Subanun.

Hanks, William.  Sanctification, structure and experience in a Yucatec Maya ritual event. 

Week 9 November 19
Genre, Performance, intertextuality

Bauman, Richard.  A World of Other’s Words.  

Introduction: Genre, Performance and the production of intertextuality 

“Go, my reciter, recite my words”: mediation, tradition, authority. 

Moore, Robert. Performance form and the voices of characters in five versions of the Wasco Coyote cycle.

Paper 2 due

Week 10 November 26
Greetings 

Caton, Steven. Salaam Tahiyah: Greetings from the Highlands of Yemen. 

Bauman, Richard.  Let Your Words Be Few, 

Chapter 4, Christ respects no man’s person: the plain language and the rhetoric of impoliteness, pp. 44-62.  

Week 11  December 3  Class Cancelled: AAA Meetings

Week 12 December 10
Style and Status Variation

Labov, William.  Language in its social context.

Irvine, J.  Registering affect: Heteroglossia in the Linguistic Expression of Emotion.  

File 11.1   Language Contact, File 11.2   Pidgin Languages,  File 11.3   Creole Languages

Paper 3 due at end of exam week

Week 1 January 14
Communities of practice
Eckert, Penny.  Adolescent social structure and the spread of linguistic change. 

Eckert, Penny. Vowels and Nail Polish 

Bucholtz, Mary.  “Why be normal?”: Language and identity practices in a community of nerd girls. 

Eckert, P.  Jocks and Burnouts, Chapter 4, Symbols of Category Membership, pp. 49-72. Chapter 8, The effects of social polarization, 175-184.

Week 2 January 21
Anti-registers

Halliday, M.A.K. Anti-Languages.

Stasch, Rupert. Referent-Wrecking in Korowai

Rosenberg, Daniel. Speaking Martian. (DL http://www.cabinetmagazine.org/issues/1/i_martian.php)
Week 3 January 28
 Languages and linguistic communities

Haugen, Einar.  Language, Dialect, Nation 

Gal, Susan and Judy Irvine.  Boundaries of languages and disciplines. 

Language Files 12.1 Language Change, 12.2 The family tree and wave models. 12.3 The comparative method.

Week 4 February 4
Bilingualism/ speech community

Gumperz, John.  The speech community. 

Woolard, Katherine.  Simultaneity and Bivalency as Strategies in Bilingualism. (DL from ANTHROSOURCE.  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, Volume 8, Issue 1 (June 1998) Pages: 3-29)
Stasch, Rupert.  Demon Language: The Otherness of Indonesian in a Papuan Community.

Paper 4 due

Week 5 February 12
 Writing

Levi Strauss, C.  A writing lesson.  From Tristes Tropiques.  

Conklin, Harold. Bamboo literacy on Mindoro. 

Miller, Laura. Japanese Girl Writing.
Goody, J. and Watt, I. The consequences of literacy (especially ‘kinds of writing and their social effects’, skim rest)

Language file 15.2 Writing systems

February 15-19 Spring Break

Week 6  February 25

Nations

Coleman, Steve.  The Nation, the State and the Neighbors. (DL Language & Communication Language and Communication (October 2004), 24 (4), pg. 381-411)
Keane, Webb. Public Speaking.  

Week 7  March 4  Publics 

Warner, Michael. Publics and counterpublics.  

Ellis, Markman. An introduction to the coffee-house: a discursive model (DL Language & Communication Language and Communication (April 2008), 28 (2), pg. 156-164)
Laurier, Eric and Chris Philo, ‘A parcel of muddling muckworms’: revisiting Habermas and the English coffee-houses. 
Week 8 March 11
 Language and political economy

Gal, Susan.  Code-switching and consciousness on the European periphery.  
Judy Irvine.  When talk isn’t cheap: language and political economy.   
Paper 5 due

Week 9 March 18
 Language and work

Deborah Cameron. Communication factories.  In Good to Talk?  

Manning, Paul.  Barista rants about stupid customers at Starbucks (DL Language & Communication Language and Communication (April 2008), 28 (2), pg. 101-126)
Week 10 March 25
Voices: Language and Technology

Barker, Josh.  Playing with Publics: Technology, talk and Sociability in Indonesia (DL Language & Communication Language and Communication (April 2008), 28 (2), pg. 127-142)
Taylor, Jessica.  Speaking Shadows. (DL ANTHROSOURCE Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, Volume 19, Issue 1 (June 2009) Pages: 1-20)
Week 11 April 1
Language, Colonialism, Post-colonialism.

Cohn, Bernard. The Command of Language and the Language of Command. 

Hastings, Adi.  Licked by the mother tongue. (DL ANTHROSOURCE Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, Volume 18, Issue 1 (June 2008) Pages: 24-45)
Week 12 April 8
Affect, Modernity

Ahearn, Laura.  Writing desire in Nepalese love letters.  (DL Language & Communication Language and Communication (April 2003), 23 (2), pg. 107-122)
Kulick, Don.  Anger, gender and language shift. 

Paper 6 due at end of exam week

Department  Policies:

ANTHROPOLOGY GUIDELINES:
Workshop assignments will not be accepted in the anthropology office. All assignments will be collected and handed back in class or may be dropped off or picked up in the faculty offices during their office hours. The Anthropology Department will not accept assignments by fax or e- mail.

Caveat: These guidelines pertain to the department but do not apply to this course.  All papers are to be submitted via email to the professor only on the date they are due to the email address provided above for the course, following the instructions provided, and they will be returned via email.  Reading assignments can only be handed in in class on paper on the day they were due and at no other time or place for any reason.

FAITH DATES/EXAMINATION PERIODS: 

Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar's Office in writing by the final Friday in September. The Registrar's Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations. Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternative arrangements.

RESEARCH WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS:  All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 
