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Course Description: The first term of this class covers the basic issues and problems involved in articulating linguistic and non-linguistic signs with culture and society, moving from the study of signs in general (semiotics), to the study of linguistic signs (linguistics), to the study of language in socio-cultural contexts (linguistic anthropology).  Themes covered will include cross-cultural approaches to language in relation to gender, class, economy, politics, poetics, ethnicity and multilingualism.  The first semester of the course will focus primarily on traditional ‘face to face’ genres, the second semester of the course will focus on mediated genres.  Emphasis will be placed on acquiring the ability to read primary sources critically.  

Course Format: 
Lecture/Seminar

Tuesdays
   1600-1850

BL 103
Course Evaluation:                 

Minimum course requirements: 
Completion of all assignments and attendance

65%
Preparation
(Weekly)




10%
Seminar Assignments (Biweekly)



5 %
Papers (2)






20%

Due dates of papers are listed below in the syllabus.  
Minimum course requirements.  In order to pass the course and receive a passing grade of C (65), students must complete all required work of the course in passing form.  Required work of the course includes both papers and preparation/attendance components.  Each student must turn in both papers of the course in a form that receives at least a grade of P (Pass).  Papers that do not receive a passing grade but are turned in on time may be rewritten as per the professor’s instructions until they receive a passing grade.   Participation is based on attendance.  Students must attend lecture/seminar on time and prepared 10 out of 12 classes (or 9 out of 11 classes in case only 11 class meetings are scheduled) in order to receive a passing grade on preparation and attendance.  Preparation is defined as turning in short reading notes or a précis of each of the required readings for that class.  These preparation assignments must be turned in in class on the day in which those readings are assigned.  Seminar assignments are based on materials in class and must be turned in class.  The one free excused absence below satisfies all requirements for assignments for that class. 

Partial Credit. Partial grades are not awarded if all the assignments have not been completed, with one exception. In order to satisfy university requirements, students who are not passing the course will be informed of this by the official withdrawal deadline without penalty, and students who are passing the course at that time will receive 17 points of the 65 points (25% of the minimum participation grade) plus whatever other points for papers they have earned up to that point.

Preparation: Exemplary preparation, attendance and participation above and beyond the minimum can earn the student up to 10 additional points.   Students gain preparedness marks by turning in a full précis, following one of the accepted formats posted on webct, of each of the readings assigned for the week.  These can only be turned in the week those readings are discussed in class.  Each weekly précis can receive a 0 (no credit, must be redone for credit), a pass (accepted for fulfillment of minimum course requirements) or a HP (the assignment counts towards gaining additional points, up to a maximum of 10). The specific requirements for preparation assignment will be given in detail on webct.
Papers:  Each semester there is one assigned paper.  Papers are graded either 0 (the paper must be rewritten for credit), pass (P the paper satisfies the minimum requirements of the course, or High Pass (HP).  Papers that earn a grade of HP (High Pass) can earn the student up to 20 additional points.  Each paper is worth up to 10 points.  The students should plan to turn in one first draft of their paper and one final draft.  There are no requirements for the first draft, except that it must be at least 3-4 pages long.  The final paper should be 10-12 pages of text not including images or references (double spaced Times New Roman 12 point font with standard margins, an average of 300 words per page, 3000 to 3600 words).  The papers (first and second drafts) must cite a specific number of references from the class and/or from outside the course readings and have full and properly formatted citations and references (following the AAA style guide).  They must be turned in using Webct assignment function and also to a dedicated email account. The specific requirements for each paper will be given in detail on webct.
Seminar Assignment:  The class will involve an ethnographic/media component, usually specifically relating to the portrayal of multilingual situations, which students are required to attend as part of every class.  Students will be given specific instructions on what they should be looking for in each media component, and will turn in their observations regarding each media component the week after each media component is completed.  These biweekly assignments are graded in the same way as participation/preparedness assignments, and their completion is part of the minimum requirements grade.  In the aggregate they are worth up to 5 points. The specific requirements for each seminar assignment will be given in detail on webct.
One free absence: Students are given one free absence which counts towards the fulfillment of the preparation and attendance and does not require any make-up work. No accounting for this absence is needed: it is awarded automatically.  In the extremely rare event that excused absences beyond this first absence are granted, it is required that all missing work be made up by assignments that are at the discretion of the professor in consultation with the student.  Students who have missed more than four classes per semester will be advised to withdraw from the course.
University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.
Last date to withdraw from Fall term half courses without academic penalty in 2010-11 is November 12, 2010; last date to withdraw from Winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2010-11 is March 11, 2011; last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2010-11 is February 8, 2011.

Required Texts:

There is only one text the students are required to purchase for the second term, which is available at Titles Bookstore on George Street in Downtown Peterborough.  Gaining access to this book on a timely basis is entirely the responsibility of the student.

Mimi Ito et al. 2009.   Hanging Out, Messing Around, Geeking Out: Living and Learning with New Media. MIT Press.
The remaining readings for the course are available either on WebCT, via ANTHROSOURCE, other TOPCAT resources (JSTOR) or other sources on the web which are hyperlinked in the online version of the syllabus and on webct.   
First, look for the article or link on WEBCT for that week.  

Some articles will not be made available on WEBCT.  These are marked with DL.  This indicates that the article is available on Anthrosource or another journal (e.g. Language & Communication). If the article is available via ANTHROSOURCE, it is entirely the responsibility of the student to locate and download the article using the publication information given, as part of learning how to use this resource.  Hyperlinks for anthrosource articles will not be given: Acquiring the article successfully is part of the assignment.

To locate ANTHROSOURCE, go to http://www.trentu.ca/admin/library/, then go to TOPCAT, and locate the TOPCAT search window and browse TITLES for ‘anthrosource’, click on the entry for ‘anthrosource’ and then click on the URL at the bottom of the entry.  If you are off campus you will need to log in.  Once within anthrosource, browse the journals for the journal that contains the article you want, then click on the issue that you want (year, volume, issue), and lastly (after possibly some wait, anthrosource can be laggy), click on the article you desire and then click on ‘full access pdf’, which will generate a copy of the article that you can now read, save, or print.
To locate any other online journal (e.g. Language & Communication), go to http://www.trentu.ca/admin/library/, then go to TOPCAT, and locate the TOPCAT search window and browse TITLES for the name of that journal, and then follow the HTTP and locate the specific year, volume, and issue that contains the article, and then download it as before.
Course outline:

Week 1 September 14
 Introduction to course

Week 2 September 21
Defining Language and non-language/Human and Non-human 1: Language and Materiality 
Yaguello, Marina. 1998.  Language Through the Looking Glass: Exploring Language and Linguistics.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.


Chapter 1 What Language is for. Pp. 6-21.
Peirce, Charles. 1894. What is a sign? 

Williams, Patrick.  2003. Gypsy World: The Silence of the Living and the Voices of the Dead.  Catherine Tihanyi, trans. Chicago: University of Chicago press.

Chapter 2 The Dead among the Living (pp.4-28).
Week 3 September 28
Defining Language and Non-Language/Human and Non-human 2: Verbal and non-verbal communication
Language Files (2.1-2.3): Defining Language, Design Features of Language, The Birds and the Bees.
Montaigne, Michel de. The Language of Animals. From An Apology of Raymond Sebond (composed before 1592)
Descartes, Rene.  Discourse on Method (selection). (composed 1641)
Bateson, Gregory. 2000 [1972]. Steps Towards and Ecology of Mind.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Problems in Cetacean and Other Mammalian Communication. Pp. 364-378.
Sanders, Clinton and Arnold Arluke. 2007. Speaking for Dogs. In The Animals Reader. Linda Kalof, Amy Fitzgerald, eds.  Pp. 63-71. Oxford: Berg.

Week 4.  October 5  Anthropomorphism: Myths of talking animals
Williams, Patrick.  2003. Gypsy World: The Silence of the Living and the Voices of the Dead.  Catherine Tihanyi, trans. Chicago: University of Chicago press.

Chapter 3: Civilizing the World. Pp. 29-49.
Brightman, Robert. 1993 Grateful Prey. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft0f59n6tb/

Chapter 2 There was Just Animals Before. 
Boas, Frans. Legends of the Nootka.
Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo. 2004. Exchanging Perspectives: The Transformation of Objects into Subjects in Amerindian Ontologies.  Common Knowledge 10 (3): 463-484 (Read only Pp. 463-8 (selection is posted))
Week 5 October 12
Animism and animation/ Non-referential indexicals

Sapir, Edward. 1915. Abnormal Types of Speech in Nootka. Canada Department of Mines, Geological Survey, Memoir 62, Anthropological Series, No. 5.
Brightman, Robert. 1993 Grateful Prey. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft0f59n6tb/

Chapter 6 They come to be like human.
Miller, Laura. 2010. Japan’s Zoomorphic Urge.
Week 6 October 19
Totemism, Names; Linguistic and cultural Categorization
Williams, Patrick.  2003. Gypsy World: The Silence of the Living and the Voices of the Dead.  Catherine Tihanyi, trans. Chicago: University of Chicago press.

Chapter 3 Civilizing the World (pp. 49-55).

Evans-Pritchard. E. E. 1964. Nuer Modes of Address.  In Language In Culture and Society, D. Hymes. ed. Pp. 221-226. New York: Harper & Row.
Evans Pritchard, E. E. 1940. The Nuer. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Chapter 1 Interest in Cattle. Pp. 16-50.
Fall Break

Week 7 November 2  Performance and Performativity 
Goffman, Erving.  1959. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. New York: Anchor Books. (selections).  
Tambiah, Stanley. 1985.  A Performative Approach to Ritual.  In Culture, Thought and Social Action.  Pp. 123-166.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Week 8 November 9
Ritual and Poetics

Bricker, Victoria.  1974. The Ethnographic Context of Some Traditional Mayan Speech Genres.  In Explorations in the Ethnography of Speaking. Richard Bauman, Joel Sherzer, eds. Pp. 368-389. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Hanks, William. 1984. Sanctification, Structure and Experience in a Yucatec Maya Ritual Event. The Journal of American Folklore 97 (384):131-166
Week 9  November 16  Interactional Rituals: Greetings 

Bauman, Richard. 1983.  Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism and Silence among Seventeenth Century Quakers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Chapter 4, Christ respects no man’s person: the plain language and the rhetoric of 
impoliteness, pp. 44-62.  

Caton, Steven. 1986. Salaam Tahiyah: Greetings from the Highlands of Yemen. American Ethnologist, 13(2): 290-308.
Week 10 November 23 Style: Appropriating voices of others, Constructed Languages
Language Files on Language Variation (10.1-10.4, 10.9)

Irvine, J.  2001. Style as Distinctiveness: The Culture and Ideology of Linguistic Differentiation.  In Style and Sociolinguistic Variation, Penny Eckert, John Rickford, eds. Pp. 21-43. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Stasch, Rupert. 2007. Demon Language. In Consequences of Contact: Language  Ideologioes and Sociocultural Transformations in Pacific Societies.  Miki Makihara, Bambi Schieffelin, eds. Pp. 96-124.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Rosenberg, Daniel. Speaking Martian. (http://www.cabinetmagazine.org/issues/1/i_martian.php )

Week 11  November 30  Genre, Performance, Language Shift
Language Files on Language Contact (11.1-11.3)

Moore, Robert. Performance form and the voices of characters in five versions of the Wasco Coyote cycle. In Reflexive Language: Reported Speech and Metapragmatics. John Lucy, ed. Pp. 213-240.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Kulick, Don.  1998. Anger, Gender and Language Shift and trhe Politics of Revelation in a Papua New Guinean Village. In Language Ideologies: Practice and Theory. Bambi B. Schieffelin, et al. eds. pp. 87-102.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Week 12 Heteroglossia: Code-switching, Hybridity. 
Language Files on language Change (12.1-12.2, 12.4)
Gal, Susan. 1987. Code-switching and Consciousness on the European Periphery. American Ethnologist 14(4): 637–653. 
Spitulnik, Debra. 1998.  The Language of the City: Town Bemba as Urban Hybridity. (DL) Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 8(2):30-59. 

Week  1  January 11   Heteroglossia: Purism, Nationalism and Language Standardization
Keane, Webb. 2003.  Public Speaking: On Indonesian as the Language of the Nation. Public Culture 15(3): 503-530.
Coleman, Steve.  2004. The Nation, the State and the Neighbors: Personation in Irish-Language Discourse. (DL) Language and Communication 24 (4), pg. 381-411.
Paper 1 Due

Week 2 January 18
Freaks and Geeks: Communities of practice
Eckert, Penny. Vowels and Nail Polish.  Electronic document: http://www.stanford.edu/~eckert/PDF/nailpolish.pdf
Eckert, P.  1989.  Jocks and Burnouts: Social Categories and Identity in the High School.

New York: Teachers College Press

Chapter 4, Symbols of Category Membership, pp. 49-72. 

Chapter 8, The effects of social polarization, 175-184.

Bucholtz, Mary. 1999. “Why be Normal?”: Language and Identity Practices in a Community of Nerd Girls. Language in Society 28(2): 203-223.
Week 3 Jan 25   Media: Writing 
Language Files on Writing Systems (15.2)
Levi Strauss, C.  1973 [1955]. A Writing Lesson.  From Tristes Tropiques, John and Doreen Weightman, trans. New York: Atheneum .
Conklin, Harold. 1949. Bamboo Literacy on Mindoro. Pacific Discovery 3: 4-11.
Miller, Laura. 2005  Japanese Girls’ Orthographic Rebellion. Anthropology News 46(9): 60. (Short version. longer versions are available on webct)

Week 4  Feb 1  Traditional Print Publics and Networked Publics: strangers and ‘Friends’
Warner, Michael. 2002. Publics and Counterpublics. Public Culture 14(1): 49-90
Ito, Mimi et al.  2009.  Hanging Out…

Introduction 

Chapter 1 Media Ecologies (Heather A. Horst, Becky Herr-Stephenson and Laura 
Robinson)
Week 5  Feb 8  Social networks and social networking sites: Privacy and Publics.
Ito, Mimi et al.  2009.  Hanging Out…


Chapter 2  Friendship (danah boyd) 
Lange, Patricia.  2007.  Publicly Private and Privately Public: Social Networking on YouTube. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 13(1), article 18. http://jcmc.indiana.edu/vol13/issue1/lange.html 
danah boyd.  White Flight in Networked Publics 
(http://www.danah.org/papers/2009/WhiteFlightDraft3.pdf)
Raynes-Goldie,  Kate.  2010.  Aliases, Creeping, and Wall Cleaning: Understanding  Privacy in the Age of Facebook. First Monday 15 (1) 
danah boyd. Viewing American class divisions through Facebook and MySpace 

(http://www.danah.org/papers/essays/ClassDivisions.html)

Week 6 Feb 15   Love 1.0
Ahearn, Laura.  Writing Desire in Nepalese Love Letters.  (DL) Language and Communication (April 2003), 23 (2): 107-122)

Manning, Paul.  Stolen Vodka and Sacred Beer. Unpublished Manuscript.
Winter break

Week 7  March 1  Love 2.0
Ito, Mimi et al.  2009.  Hanging Out…


Chapter 3 Intimacy  (C.J. Pascoe) 
Gershon, Ilana. 2010. Breaking Up Is Hard To Do: Media Switching and Media Ideologies (DL) Forthcoming in Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 20.2.
Week 8 March 8  Hanging Out 1.0: Sociability and Commensality
Frake, Charles. 1964. How to Ask for a Drink in Subanun. American Anthropologist
66 (6, Part 2): 127-132.
Karp, Ivan.  1980. Beer Drinking and Social Experience in an African Society: An Essay on Formal Sociology. In Explorations in African Systems of Thought, Ivan Karp and Charles S. Bird, eds. Pp. 83-119. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
Ito, Mimi et al.  2009.  Hanging Out…


Chapter 5 Gaming


Week 9 March 15 Hanging out 2.0: Conversation, Urban Publics,  and Architectures of Sociability
Ellis, Markman. 2008. An Introduction to the Coffeehouse: a Discursive Model (DL) Language & Communication 28 (2): 156-164.
Polgar, Alfred. [1926] Theory of the Café Central. (http://www.hannesartens.com/theory.php)
Gaudio, R.  2003. Coffeetalk: Starbucks™ and the Commercialization of Casual Conversation. Language in Society 32:659-691.
Week  10 March 22
Language and work

Cameron, Deborah. 2000. Good to Talk? London: Sage.


Chapter 4  Communication Factories: Inside the Call Centre. Pp. 91-123.
Manning, Paul.  2008. Barista rants about stupid customers at Starbucks (DL) Language & Communication 28 (2): 101-126.
Suggested reading 

Ito, Mimi et al.  2009.  Hanging Out…


Chapter 6 Creative production


Chapter 7 Work

Week  11 March 29   Voices: Language and Technology

Barker, Josh.  2008. Playing with Publics: Technology, talk and Sociability in Indonesia (DL) Language & Communication 28 (2): 127-142)

Taylor, Jessica.  2009. Speaking Shadows. (DL) ANTHROSOURCE:  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 19(1): 1-20.
Week  12  April 5 Cosmopolitan Sounds and Images
Luuvas, Brent. 2009. Dislocating Sounds: The Deterritorialization of Indonesian Indie Pop. (DL) ANTHROSOURCE Cultural Anthropology 24(2): 246-27
Silvio, Teri. 2007.  Remediation and Local Globalizations: How Taiwan's 'Digital Video Knights-Errant Puppetry' Writes the History of the New Media in Chinese" (DL) ANTHROSOURCE Cultural Anthropology 22(2): 285-313
Paper 2 due at the end of exam week
Department and/or Course Policies

Course Policies
· Late Assignments. Late assignments are not accepted for any reason.  Each assignment must be turned in on time and also in the manner stipulated for each.  Assignments that are to be turned in in class will not be accepted via email or via webct, and vice versa.  
· Assignment Format. All assignments must be turned in the requisite format (.doc or .docx, word perfect, pdf or other document formats are not accepted), in an appropriately labeled document (ANTH2310LastNameFirstNameAssignmentName.doc) that also is properly formatted inside (instructions on WebCT): for example, an assignment that does not have your name in it somewhere will not be credited to you.  Not reading or following the instructions for doing the assignment is identical to not doing the assignment.
· Proper Quotation, Citation and References.  Learning to quote, cite and reference the work of others is not only a scholarly skill, but it helps avoid unwittingly committing a serious form of academic dishonesty called plagiarism (see also this link).  It is assumed that students will not only learn how to quote, cite and reference properly, but each student is also assumed to know how to identify and avoid plagiarism.
· Acquiring and Doing the Reading. Doing the reading on time is a requirement of the course.  Gaining access to the reading is the students’ sole responsibility. Students who have not done the reading preparation assignment do not get credit for attendance.  Students  must acquire the readings on a timely basis, if for some reason they cannot, they must inform the professor via email at least 72 hours in advance.  Lectures do not replace the reading, and vice versa.  Students are only deemed to have done the reading if they can produce a précis that demonstrates that they have done so.
· Technical considerations.  This class has an obligatory and significant online component.  Many assignments and readings (except for the books) will be accessed, handed in, and managed online.  You should keep multiple backups of your work in multiple media (for example, email it to yourself whenever you complete a draft), and be able to provide a copy of any piece of your work until the final grades are posted. There will be no technical excuses accepted in this course. You may wish to download all readings early on.

· Respect for Learning Policies. There are a large number of students in the class, which means that each individual participant must be very careful to not degrade the learning experience of those around them.  While in class, students should avoid disruptive and disrespectful behaviors that potentially may lessen the learning experiences of others, including the following:

· Students should plan to attend all lectures on time, and should not leave until the class is over, other than normal scheduled breaks and individual bathroom breaks.  Getting prepared to go before the class is dismissed should be avoided.  Students who cannot attend the entire class for any reason should not come to class that day, rather than walk out or walk in in the middle.
· Students should avoid disruptive side-involvements, including chatting, whispering, passing notes, chewing gum, sleeping, and knitting.  When others are talking, students should limit their back channel behaviors, including for example, making nonverbal signs of approval, disapproval, and so forth.
· Students should avoid disrespectful behaviors, including the use of racially, ethnically, or other potentially exclusionary or insulting statements and remarks, directed at either those present or those not present.  They should also engage in discussion with others in the class with a sense of openness, charity, respect, and as unemotionally as possible.  
· Many of my courses involve exploring new media and technologies.  This does not mean I embrace a multiplatform learning environment.  Many studies show that laptop usage correlates with multitasking, and this strongly correlates both with lowered understanding and performance of the student so engaged, as well as the students around them.  Whether or not wi-fi is engaged does not appear to be a significant variable.  Therefore, all multimedia and wireless technology (cellphones, blackberries, iphones), as well as laptops (and similar platforms), must be turned off and stowed unless the student has a special written permission to use them.  If they do, they must demonstrate that the wi-fi is not engaged and all laptop uses must sit on the far left side of the hall to minimize distractions to others.
· Students should indicate that they have read, understood, and agree to the conditions of this syllabus by signing and dating it below this line.

ANTHROPOLOGY GUIDELINES:
Workshop assignments will not be accepted in the anthropology office. All assignments will be collected and handed back in class or may be dropped off or picked up in the faculty offices during their office hours. The Anthropology Department will not accept assignments by fax or e- mail.

 

FAITH DATES/EXAMINATION PERIODS: 
Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar's Office in writing by the final Friday in September. The Registrar's Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations. Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternative arrangements.

RESEARCH WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS:  All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 
