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Office: CC E.1.3

Office Hours:  Monday 4-6PM
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Course Description: This course covers a core set of research topics within sociolinguistics and anthropological linguistics.  What is style?  What is performance? How does linguistic and cultural phenomenon of style draw upon or perform the voices and images of others (alterity?)  How does stylistic differentiation contribute to the creation of subcultures, particularly in secondary schooling environments (teen subcultures).  How do these subcultures use images of others to construct distinctive visions of selves?

Course Format: Lecture/Seminar  Monday 1100-1350    BL107.2
Course Evaluation:                 

Minimum course requirements: 
Completion of all assignments and attendance

65%

Participation






10%

Papers (3)






25%

Due dates of papers are listed below in the syllabus.  
Minimum course requirements.  In order to pass the course and receive a passing grade of C (65), students must complete all required work of the course in passing form.  Required work of the course includes both papers and preparation/attendance components.  Each student must turn in all three papers of the course in a form that receives at least a grade of P (Pass).  Papers that do not receive a passing grade but are turned in on time may be rewritten as per the professor’s instructions until they receive a passing grade.  Students must attend lecture/seminar on time and prepared 10 out of 12 classes (or 9 out of 11 classes in case only 11 class meetings are scheduled) in order to receive a passing grade on preparation and attendance.  Preparation is defined as turning in short reading notes or a précis of each of the required readings for that class.  These preparation assignments must be turned in in class on the day in which those readings are assigned.  The one free excused absence below satisfies all requirements for assignments for that class. In the event of excused absences beyond the first alternate writing assignments at the discretion of the professor can satisfy this requirement, but a précis cannot fulfill this requirement in absentia, because hearing the content of the lecture is part of the required work.  

Note: Partial grades are not awarded if all the assignments have not been completed, with one exception. In order to satisfy university requirements, students who are not passing the course will be informed of this by the official withdrawal deadline without penalty, and students who are passing the course at that time will receive 17 points of the 65 points (25% of the minimum participation grade) plus whatever other points for papers they have earned up to that point.

Participation: Exemplary preparation, attendance and participation above and beyond the minimum can earn the student up to 10 additional points.  

Papers:  Exemplary papers that earn a grade of HP (High Pass) can earn the student up to 25 additional points divided proportionally among the papers. The first paper is short and is worth up to five (5) additional points, the remaining two longer papers are worth up to 10 points each.

One free absence: Students are given one free absence which counts towards the fulfillment of the preparation and attendance and does not require any make-up work. No accounting for this absence is needed: it is awarded automatically.  Excused absences beyond this first absence will require that all missing work be made up by assignments that are at the discretion of the professor in consultation with the student.  Students who have missed more than four classes per semester will be advised to withdraw from the course.

University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.

Last date to withdraw from Fall term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is November 13, 2009; last date to withdraw from Winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is March 12, 2010; last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is February 9, 2010.

Required Texts:  The following books should be available at the Trent bookstore.  Students should plan on buying their coursebooks by the second or third week to ensure that the bookstore has time to order sufficient copies.  
Hebdige, Dick.  Subculture: The Meaning of Style.
Aaliyah. Maid Machinegun.
Azuma, Hiroki. Otaku: Japan’s Database Animals.
Shankar, Shalini.  Desi Land.
Alim et al.    Global Linguistic Flows.
All other texts for the course will be accessible online through WebCT, the internet or through the university library online resources in a manner that will be made clear.  If the readings are not available to you via this method, you MUST contact the professor well in advance so that you will have time to do the reading.  Not having access to the reading is no excuse, if you do not have access to the readings the week before they are to be discussed, you must contact the professor.

DL:  Some readings will be available online through the Trent library or other sources on the internet.  These are marked DL.  Specific instructions will be made to tell you how to find these, either a URL, ANTHROSOURCE, or some other indication.  If you cannot download them, inform the professor immediately, the professor will check and see if the site is not available and if it is not, will make them available to you.  It is your responsibility to ensure you give the professor sufficient warning if you cannot access the readings.

Readings marked with a star * are recommended, they can be used to fulfill research requirements for papers or requirements for citation of assigned content, but not both.

Course outline

Week 1 September 14.  Introduction to course

Week  2 September 21. Classic Cultural Studies approaches to subculture and style

Hebdige, Dick, Subculture the meaning of style.

Week  3 September 28. Classic sociolinguistic approaches to style variation

Labov, William. Language in its social context.
Irvine, Judy. Style as distinctiveness.

Eckert, Penny. The meaning of style

*Rampton, Ben.  Styling the other: Introduction

Week  4  October 5. Communities of practice: Jocks and Burnouts, Nerd Girls, etc.
Eckert, Penny.  Jocks and Burnouts (selections)

Eckert, Penny. Vowels and Nailpolish.

Bucholtz, Mary.  "'Why Be Normal?': Language and Identity Practices in a Community of Nerd Girls," 
Week  5.  October 12.  Thanksgiving.
Week  6   October 19. South Asian teen subcultures in Silicon Valley: Desis and FOBs

Shankar, Shalini. Desi Land  

First paper paper due

October 26: Fall Break

November 2  Week  7. Networked publics and subcultures: hanging out and geeking out 

Ito, Mizuko. Technologies of the Childhood imagination
Ito, Mizuko  et al.  Hanging Out, Messing Around, Geeking Out: Living and Learning with New Media

1) Read the ‘white paper’ (DL http://digitalyouth.ischool.berkeley.edu/files/report/digitalyouth-WhitePaper.pdf)

2) AND pick two (or more) of the following chapters of the full report according to your interests (DL http://digitalyouth.ischool.berkeley.edu/report)

Media Ecologies Lead Authors: Heather A. Horst, Becky Herr-Stephenson, and Laura Robinson
Friendship Lead Author: danah boyd
Intimacy Lead Author: C.J. Pascoe
Families Lead Author: Heather A. Horst
Gaming Lead Authors: Mizuko Ito and Matteo Bittanti
Creative Production Lead Authors: Patricia G. Lange and Mizuko Ito
Work Lead Author: Mizuko Ito
Week 8   November 9. Online subcultures: Geeks and their avatars

Pearce, Celia/Artemesia.  Communities of Play: The Social Construction of Identity in Persistent Online Game Worlds.
T.L. Taylor.  Living Digitally: Embodiment in Virtual Worlds

Christopher Kelty. Geeks, Social Imaginaries, and Recursive Publics. 

Boellstorff, Tom.  Coming of Age in the Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human. (Selections TBA)
Week  9 November 16.  Otakus

Eng, Lawrence. The politics of Otaku (DL http://www.cjas.org/~leng/otaku-p.htm)
Aaliyah. Maid Machinegun

Hiroki Azuma.  Otaku 

*Allison, Anne.  Cuteness as Japan’s millenial product

*Kinsella, Sharon. Amateur Manga subculture and the otaku incident.

* DL Other articles linked in Eng article
Week 10 November 23.  Girls and Dolls: Goth-Lolis and the cosplay continuum

Gagne, Isaac. Urban Princesses: Performance and “Women’s Language” in Japan’s Gothic/Lolita Subculture  (DL ANTHROSOURCE  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology Volume 18. Issue 1. June 2008 (Pages 130 - 150))

Mari Kotani.  Doll beauties and cosplay.

*Winge, Theresa.  Costuming the imagination: origins of anime and manga cosplay.

*Winge, Theresa.  Undressing and dressing Loli: a search for the identity of the Japanese Lolita.

*Sharon Kinsella .Minstrelized girls: male performers of Japan’s Lolita complex 

Gagne, Isaac. Ethnographic film (online): “Gothic Lolita Undressed” 

(http://linguisticanthropology.org/journal/web-enhanced-articles/)

Second Paper due

Week 11  November 30.  Kogals and cosmopolitanisms

Miller, Laura.  Those naughty teenage girls: Japanese Kogals, slang, and media assessments (DL ANTHROSOURCE  Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, Volume 14, Issue 2 (December 2004) Pages: 225-247)
Miller, Laura.  Japanese Girls Orthographic Rebellion

Miller, Laura.  Bad Girl Photography 

Luuvas, Brent. Dislocating Sounds: The Deterritorialization of Indonesian Indie Pop 
Iwabuchi, Koichi.  How ‘Japanese’ is Pokemon? 
Week 12 December 7. Global style communities: Rap and Rai
Gross, Joan, David McMurray and Ted Swedenburg. Arab Noise and Ramadan Nights: Rai, Rap, and Franco-Maghrebi Identity.

Alim, H. Sami. Translocal Style Communities: Hip Hop Youth As Cultural Theorists Of Style, Language, And Globalization

Global Linguistic Flows: Read the Alim introduction and at least two articles from Alim book

Final Paper Due at end of Exams Week

Department  Policies:

ANTHROPOLOGY GUIDELINES:
Workshop assignments will not be accepted in the anthropology office. All assignments will be collected and handed back in class or may be dropped off or picked up in the faculty offices during their office hours. The Anthropology Department will not accept assignments by fax or e- mail.

Caveat: These guidelines pertain to the department but do not apply to this course.  All papers are to be submitted via email to the professor only on the date they are due to the email address provided above for the course, following the instructions provided, and they will be returned via email.  Reading assignments can only be handed in in class on paper on the day they were due and at no other time or place for any reason.

FAITH DATES/EXAMINATION PERIODS: 

Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar's Office in writing by the final Friday in September. The Registrar's Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations. Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternative arrangements.

RESEARCH WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS:  All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 
