AN 477: Anthropology of Colonialism (Fall 2006)
TH
11:00-14:50
GCS 112

The course provides a historical anthropological exploration of colonialism. Drawing on case studies from Eurasia, Asia and Africa, it focuses on the colonial construction of categories of language, race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality, and how such cultural categories have been transformed and/or reproduced in the postcolonial present. Topic for 2006 will focus on the colonial relationship between Britain and India, with some comparative reference to the Russian engagement with the Caucasus.   Prerequisite Anthropology 200, 231, corequisite Anthropology 399.
Professor Paul Manning
CC E.1/Tel: x1271
Email: simperingpollyanna@yahoo.com
Secretary: Rosemary Devlin

Office CC H-11/Tel: x1339

Email: rdevlin@trentu.ca
Evaluation Scheme:

30% Attendance, Class Participation

20% Midterm take home exam
20% Final take home exam

30% Final Paper

Anthropology Guidelines:

Faith Dates / Examination Periods

Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar’s Office in writing by September 29.

The Registrar’s Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations.  Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternate arrangements.

You should not make holiday/vacation plans until you know when your exams are scheduled.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to suspension from the University.  Definitions, procedures, and penalties for dealing with plagiarism are set out in Trent University’s “Academic Dishonesty Policy” which is printed in the 2006-07 Calendar.

Research with Human Subjects

All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 

Class participation and attendance:  Students are required to attend all classes and seminars and participate on the basis of the readings assigned that week.  Each absence will be marked as a 0 for participation purposes.  Students are allowed one absence per semester.  Missing either class or seminar for a single day counts as one full absence.

Exams: Exams involve a number of questions, generally one question per week of reading, and take the form of take home open book exams answered in the form of short essays.  

Paper: Students are required to write one research paper on a topic of their choosing relating to the material of the course (suggested or model paper topics will be provided) in the range of 15-20 pages, double spaced Times New Roman font.  Paper topics must be discussed with the professor in the first month of the course for approval and suggestions.  Papers must be written in two drafts, one draft which must be turned in for comments and suggestions at the end of the first half semester.  Papers must deal with a topic relating to the course materials and must make reference to all relevant course materials as well as additional materials.
Required books (All books can be acquired at Speak Volumes on George Street)
Coursepack
Cohn, Bernard. Colonialism and its forms of knowledge 

Metcalf, Thomas R. Ideologies of the Raj. Cambridge: Cambridge UP.
Van de Veer, Peter.  Imperial encounters: Religion and modernity  in India and Britain.
Kurban Said.  Ali and Nino. 
September 14:  Introduction
September 21  Orientalism; Representation; The exhibitionary order
Said, Orientalism.  Introduction, pp. 1-28  

Mitchell, Timothy. 1992. Orientalism and the exhibitionary order. In Nicholas B. Dirks, ed. Colonialism and Culture. Pp. 289-317. 


Hirschkind, Charles.  1991. "'Egypt at the Exhibition': Reflections on the Optics of Colonialism" A review of Timothy Mitchell's Colonizing Egypt (1988) In Critique of Anthropology, 11(3): 279-298) 

Richards, Thomas.  The commodity culture of Victorian England.  Chapter 1  The great exhibition of things. 
September 28 Comparative orientalism: Russian imaginings of the Caucasus

Marlinsky. Ammalat-Bek 
Harsha Ram 
Layton, Susan.  Nineteenth  century Russian mythologies of Caucasian savagery. 





Eros and Empire. 


Iskander: Abduction or, the endursky enigma
October 5  Colonial regimes of knowledge and anthropology
Cohn, Bernard. 1996. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India. Princeton: Princeton UP.  Introduction. 
Stocking, Victorian Anthropology A precipice in time and chapter 6 Victorian cultural ideology and the image of savagery. 
October 12  Rules of Colonial Difference 

Metcalf, Thomas R. 1995. Ideologies of the Raj. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. (Chapter 3, “The creation of difference,” pp. 66-112.)  
Stoler, Ann Laura. 1992. Rethinking colonial categories: European communities and the boundaries of rule. In Nicholas B. Dirks, ed. Colonialism and Culture. pp. 319-352. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

October 19  Making and Managing Communities

Metcalf, Thomas R. 1995. Ideologies of the Raj. The New Cambridge History of India III, 4. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. (Chapter 4, “The ordering of difference,” pp. 113-159.)


Cohn, Bernard. 1987. The census, social structure, and objectification in South Asia. In his An Anthropologist Among the Historians and Other Essays. Pp. 224-254. Delhi: Oxford UP.  


Levine, Philippa. 2000. Orientalist sociology and the creation of colonial sexualities. Feminist Review 65:5-21. 
November 2 Religion and secularism: Britain and India
Van de Veer, Peter.  Imperial encounters: Religion and modernity  in India and Britain. 

First draft of paper and first exam due

November 9 Mythic Races and Racial Myths
Ramaswamy,   Catastrophic cartographies: mapping the lost continent of Lemuria. 
Silver, Carole.  Strange and Secret Peoples: fairies and victorian consciousness. “On the Origin of Fairies” and “Little Goblin Men.” 
November 16  Orientalist mythology in the Caucasus

Kurban Said.  Ali and Nino. 
November 23  Ordering people, Ordering things: Clothing, Architecture, Ritual  
Cohn, Bernard. 1996. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India. Princeton: Princeton UP. Chapter “Cloth, clothes and colonialism”

Metcalf.  Architecture and the representation of empire.
Cohn, B.  Bepresenting authority 
Cohn, Bernard. 1996. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India. Princeton: Princeton UP.  Chapter “Transformation of objects”
November 30 Ordering Space: Sanitation and filth/public and private

Prashad, Vijay. 2001. The technology of sanitation in colonial Delhi. Modern Asian Studies 35(1):113-155. 
Kaviraj, Sudipta. 1997. Filth and the public sphere: Concepts and practices about space in Calcutta. Public Culture 10(1):83-113. 
Sinha, Mrinalini. 2001. Britishness, clubbability, and the colonial public sphere: The genealogy of an imperial institution in colonial India. Journal of British Studies 40(4):489-521. 

Blunt, Alison.  Imperial Geographies of home: British domesticity in India. 

William Kupinse.  The Indian subject of colonial hygiene.  In Filth, 250-276. 

December 7  Colonial Linguistics: Colonial representations of the European other
Cohn, Bernard. 1996. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India. Princeton: Princeton UP. (Chapter 2, “The command of language and the language of command,” pp. 16-56.)


Manning, Paul. Describing dialect and defining civilization.  Russian Review.
         Chavchavadze, Ilia.  Letters of a Traveler. 
Ilia Chavchavdze, letters of a traveller 

Khalid, Adeeb.  Representations of Russia in Central Asian Jadid Discourse. 

December 21   Final exam and final draft of paper due
