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Office: CC E.1.3

Office Hours: Monday 4-6PM
Telephone: x7271
Course Description: While many courses in cultural anthropology focus on the construction of identity, it is equally true that societies define themselves negatively through opposition to others (alterity).  Certain kinds of alterity can give rise to partial identification or imitation, properties of others (alterity) become properties of the self (identity).  But certain kinds of radical difference, often involving chimerical and completely imaginary others, do not lead to any possible identification, but only reactions of awe, horror, amusement, mockery and disgust.  This course will focus on the kinds of radically different others that fall into this category.  The course will be primarily semiotic in focus, that is, focusing on the category of ‘monster’ as a kind of sign of radical alterity, otherness, using both linguistic and non-linguistic constructions of otherness.  Studying any given society’s notions about radical alterity can be a very useful way of looking at that society, how it defines itself and along what frontiers of difference (i.e. nature/culture, self/other, natural economy/monetary exchange, ‘race’, language, and so on). This course is also a historical anthropology of the very idea of ‘monster’ in the West from antiquity to the present, the term monstra meaning both a kind of entity and a kind of sign, a sign which ‘shows’ (monstrare) something.  While not focusing exclusively on the West, the course will use Western society from antiquity to the present as a primary case study, making the course relevant both to linguistic and cultural anthropology, as well as interested students in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, for example. 

Course Format: Lecture/Seminar Wednesday 900-1150AM 
ECC 207

Course Evaluation:                 

Minimum course requirements: 
Completion of all assignments and attendance

65%

Participation






10%

Papers (3)






25%

Due dates of papers are listed below in the syllabus.  
Minimum course requirements.  In order to pass the course and receive a passing grade of C (65), students must complete all required work of the course in passing form.  Required work of the course includes both papers and preparation/attendance components.  Each student must turn in all three papers of the course in a form that receives at least a grade of P (Pass).  Papers that do not receive a passing grade but are turned in on time may be rewritten as per the professor’s instructions until they receive a passing grade.  Students must attend lecture/seminar on time and prepared 10 out of 12 classes (or 9 out of 11 classes in case only 11 class meetings are scheduled) in order to receive a passing grade on preparation and attendance.  Preparation is defined as turning in short reading notes or a précis of each of the required readings for that class.  These preparation assignments must be turned in in class on the day in which those readings are assigned.  The one free excused absence below satisfies all requirements for assignments for that class. In the event of excused absences beyond the first alternate writing assignments at the discretion of the professor can satisfy this requirement, but a précis cannot fulfill this requirement in absentia, because hearing the content of the lecture is part of the required work.  

Note: Partial grades are not awarded if all the assignments have not been completed, with one exception. In order to satisfy university requirements, students who are not passing the course will be informed of this by the official withdrawal deadline without penalty, and students who are passing the course at that time will receive 17 points of the 65 points (25% of the minimum participation grade) plus whatever other points for papers they have earned up to that point.

Participation: Exemplary preparation, attendance and participation above and beyond the minimum can earn the student up to 10 additional points.  

Papers:  Exemplary papers that earn a grade of HP (High Pass) can earn the student up to 25 additional points divided proportionally among the papers. The first paper is short and is worth up to five (5) additional points, the remaining two longer papers are worth up to 10 points each.

One free absence: Students are given one free absence which counts towards the fulfillment of the preparation and attendance and does not require any make-up work. No accounting for this absence is needed: it is awarded automatically.  Excused absences beyond this first absence will require that all missing work be made up by assignments that are at the discretion of the professor in consultation with the student.  Students who have missed more than four classes per semester will be advised to withdraw from the course.
University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.

Last date to withdraw from Fall term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is November 13, 2009; last date to withdraw from Winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is March 12, 2010; last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is February 9, 2010.

Required Texts:  The following books should be available at the Trent bookstore.  Students should plan on buying their coursebooks by the second or third week to ensure that the bookstore has time to order sufficient copies.  
Foster, Michael Dylan.  Pandemonium and Parade. 

Yoda, Hiroko and Matt Alt.  Yokai Attack!
All other texts for the course will be accessible online through WebCT or through the library.  If any of the readings are not available to you at the bookstore or via this method, you MUST contact the professor well in advance via email so that you will have time to do the reading. Ensuring that you have timely access to the readings is entirely your own responsibility.  Generally students should acquire the readings well in advance of reading them.
DL:  Some readings will be available online through the Trent library or other sources on the internet.  These are marked DL.  Specific instructions will be made to tell you how to find these, either a URL, ANTHROSOURCE, or some other indication.  If you cannot download them, inform the professor immediately, the professor will check and see if the site is not available and if it is not, will make them available to you.  It is your responsibility to ensure you give the professor sufficient warning if you cannot access the readings.
Readings marked with a star * are recommended, they can be used to fulfill research requirements for papers or requirements for citation of assigned content, but not both.

Readings marked with two stars ** should be read, but not as carefully as the other readings.  The reading notes can be very informal for these, but there should be some evidence that you read them.

Yokai Attack!  You should plan on reading about 4 entries a week to familiarize yourself with those materials: it will make the Japan readings a lot more comprehensible.  

Week 1 September 16:  Introduction

Week 2   September  23  South America: Gods, Humans, Animals 

Descola, Philipe. Constructing natures 

Levi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques 


Virtuous savages

The living and the dead 

Viveiros De Castro. Exchanging Perspectives: The Transformation of Objects into Subjects in Amerindian Ontologies  


Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo. From the Enemy’s Point of View.





Chapter 3 The Forsaken Ones 

*Leach, Edmund. Animal categories and verbal abuse.
Week 3  September 30: North America: Talking animals and windigos; South American Pishtacos
Brightman, Rob.  Grateful Prey. (DL http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft0f59n6tb/) (94)

2  "There Was Just Animals Before" 

5  "And Some Guys Dream Bad Things" 

6  "They Come to Be Like Human" 

Weismantel, Mary.  White
Week 4 October 7: Ancient Greece: Gods, Animals and Monsters  

Vidal-Naquet, P.  Land and sacrifice in the Odyssey. 

Vernant, Food in the countries of the Sun 

Hartog, Self-cooking beef and the drinks of Ares 


Viveiros De Castro.  From the enemy’s point of view (last two pages)

Friedman, John.  The Monstrous Races in Medieval Art and Thought).



**Chapter 1: The Plinian races

Chapter 2: A measure of man 

First paper due



Week 5  October 14 Ancient Greece continued; the weird, the wonderful and the uncanny 

Vernant and Vidal Naquet, Features of the Mask in Ancient Greece 

Vernant.  Death in the eyes 

Vernant. Figure and functions of Artemis 

Foster.  Introduction to the weird. Chapter 1 of Pandemonium and Parade: Japanese Monsters and the Culture of Yokai  

Bynum, Carol.  Wonder 

Jentsch, Ernst. On the Psychology of the Uncanny 

*Glimpses: The Uncanny Valley  http://www.arclight.net/~pdb/nonfiction/uncanny-valley.html


*Freud.  The Uncanny.

Week 6 :   Medieval European Monsters  

Daston, Lorraine and Katherine Park.  Wonders and the Order of Nature  

The Topography of Wonder 

Salih, Sarah. Idols and Simulacra: paganity, hybridity and representation in Mandeville’s travels. 

Friedman, John.  The Monstrous Races in Medieval Art and Thought)



**Chapter 3: At the round earth’s imagined corners



**Chapter 4:  Missionaries and Pilgrims among the monstrous races 



Chapter 6: Signs of God’s will



Chapter 7: Exotic races in manuscript illustration


*Camille, Michele.  The Image on the Edge 



Making Margins


End of Margins

*Williams, David.  Deformed Discourse   



*Introduction



*The body monstrous


*Nature Monstrous

October 28: Fall Break

Week  7 November 4 :   Monstrous Modernity: Europe and ‘nature’ (127)

Daston, Lorraine and Katherine Park.  Wonders and the Order of Nature. 

Monsters: a case study (173-214) (41)

Daston, Lorraine.  Preternatural philosophy. 

Foster, Chapter 2: Natural History of the Weird. 30-76 (46)


Schneider, Jane.  Spirits and the spirit of capitalism (32)

Friedman, John.  The Monstrous Races in Medieval Art and Thought

**Chapter 8: Monstrous men as noble savages


Chapter 9: The human status of monstrous races


**Epilogue


*Park and Daston. Unnatural Conceptions 

Week 8 November 11:  Modernization and monsters: Modern Greece: Exotika 
Stewart, Charles.  Demons and the Devil 

Cosmology and morality 

From devil to Exotika: Orthodox tradition and beyond 

The symbolism of the exotika 

Second paper due

Week 9 November 18:  The secret commonwealth: The Victorian 'Fairy Craze' 


Silver, Carole.  Strange and Secret Peoples 
Introduction

On the Origins of fairies

Little Goblin Men: Racial Myths and Mythic Races.

Conclusion

Owen, Alex. 'Borderland Forms': Arthur Conan Doyle, Albion's Daughters, and the Politics of the Cottingley Fairies 

Tolkien, J. R. R.  On Fairy Stories. 

*Manning, Paul.  Fairies and the order of nature

Week 10  November 25.     Monstrous Modernity:  Japanese Yokai monsters and animals 

Foster, chapter 3: Science of the Weird 

Foster, chapter 4: Museum of the Weird

Lafadio Hearn. Kitsune

Lafcadio Hearn, Of Ghosts and Goblins

Maeda Ai.  The Spirits of abandoned gardens

*Nagai Kafu ‘The Fox’

Week 11  December 2 Class Cancelled  (AAA meetings)
 Week 12  December 9  Monstrous Modernity: Japanese Monsters, Science and Toys.
Figal, Gerald.  Civilization and Monsters; Spirits of Modernity in Meiji Japan 


Prolog




Chapter 1 Bakumatsu Bakemono


Chapter 2 Words and Changing things


Chapter 3 Modern science and the folk 



Chapter 4 Modern “science” of the folk 


Chapter 6 Supernatural ideology 


Allison, Anne.  Millenial Monsters: Japanese Toys and the Global Imagination 



Enchanted commodities 



*Pokemon

Foster, chapter 5 Media of the weird and conclusion, Yokai Culture 

Final Paper Due at end of Exams Week

Department  Policies:

ANTHROPOLOGY GUIDELINES:
Workshop assignments will not be accepted in the anthropology office. All assignments will be collected and handed back in class or may be dropped off or picked up in the faculty offices during their office hours. The Anthropology Department will not accept assignments by fax or e- mail.

Caveat: These guidelines pertain to the department but do not apply to this course.  All papers are to be submitted via email to the professor only on the date they are due to the email address provided above for the course, following the instructions provided, and they will be returned via email.  Reading assignments can only be handed in in class on paper on the day they were due and at no other time or place for any reason.
FAITH DATES/EXAMINATION PERIODS: 

Students who wish to observe their cultural religious holidays during the scheduled examination periods should notify the Registrar's Office in writing by the final Friday in September. The Registrar's Office will, wherever possible, incorporate these exceptions into the scheduling of examinations. Where it is not possible to do so, the student should notify the instructor in order to make alternative arrangements.

RESEARCH WITH HUMAN SUBJECTS:  All research involving the use of human subjects requires advance approval from the Departmental Ethics Committee. 
